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Beyond Ideology of Progressivism:

Disasterologic Perspective in Historical Materialism and Its Meanings
WANG Xing-fu
( School of Philosophy Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: Historical materialism is the critical social theory with the intention of human emancipation; it
must keep up with the change and development of human existential conditions. The classical historical
materialism takes the infinity of resources material production and technological development as prere—
quisites. These theoretical premises expose their limitation in front of the ecological disaster and other
forms of social crisis. In contemporary Marxism the critique of “ideology of progress” or “fetishism of
progress” is a new subject. The classical historical materialism has dual perspectives: it acknowledges
the positive potentials of development of productive force and technology. It also emphasizes disastrous
consequences. In the aftermath the latter aspect is almost neglected and has not received due attention.

In contemporary society historical materialism has dual missions: the elimination of all social relations
which induced people to be exploited and oppressed and the leading to human self-extinction.

Key words: historical materialism; Marx; progressivism; disasterologic perspective
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