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Altrusser’s Materialist Interpretation of Ideology
WANG Xingu
Althusser acquires a special status in Marxist theory of ideology. He refuses to take ide—

ology as materialistic consciousness in its sense of commodity fetishism and is opposed to
Gramsci’s interpretation of ideology as cultural hegemony. In his theory of ideology ~Altrusser
maintains a special position that ideology is not ideas or consciousness that is determined by
social and material existence rather than materialist existence and practices. In this paper
Altrusser’s theory is to be understood from three points: ideology is the reproduction of the
social conditions of reproduction; ideology is state apparatus in its material sense; and ideo—
logical query is but the practice of authority in its material form. Althusser has made an out—
standing contribution to the theory of ideology but there is a problem beyond solution in his
theory: the conceptual difference between the general ideology and specific ideology is still
restricted in the bourgeois mode of thinking the mode of interpretation to the relation be—
tween the ideology and politics is not dialectical. In this sense Althusser’s theory is legacy

of vague and ambiguous kind.

Third Wave of Industrialization: To Survive “Middle-income Trap” with a National Value Chain
SUN Jian-ho ZHANG Zhi-peng
With a GDP of more than US $4 000 per capital China is facing a middle income
trap. International experience and China’s reality make it clear that the middle income trap
may only be survived with a National Value Chain ( NVC) . Tt is urgent to have a third wave
industrialization in China: basing further growth on services and manufacturing industries
promoting industrial upgrading and transfer equalizing people’s income upscaling consump—
tion and expanding domestic demand. To push the third wave reform and innovations are
expected to be there in the making of institutional policies and regional development strate—
gies to make the society more powerful. With the deepening development of the third wave
industrialization China is to experience major changes in economic social and international

relations.



