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“The Logic of Disintegration” and the Way Out of Modernity:
An Exploration of Adorno’s “Negative Dialectics”
ZHANG Qingxiong

Abstract: Adorno’s Negative Dialectics, centering on the “logic of disintegration”, launches a dual critique
of modern philosophy: it targets both the reification crisis stemming from positivist instrumental rationality and the
philosophical shackles of Hegelian idealist dialectics, which subsumes differences under “identity”. By examining
the complementary relationship between Dialectic of Enlightenment and Negative Dialectics, the evolution of
Adorno’s critical logic becomes evident. The former dissects how Enlightenment rationality degenerates into a
tool for dominating nature, while the latter expands into a comprehensive reflection on Kantian transcendental
philosophy, Hegelian dialectics, and phenomenology, emphasizing the principles of “the priority of the ohject” and
“non-identity” to disintegrate the homogenizing system of traditional metaphysics. Adorno argues that Hegelian
dialectics, by subordinating differences to abstract concepts and suppressing concrete experience, ultimately
serves as the philosophical foundation for totalitarian ideologies, whereas positivism dissolves subjective values
through its logic of experiential impoverishment. Together, these frameworks constitute the root of modernity’s
crisis. Philosophy must transcend the conservatism of merely “interpreting the world” and shift toward the practical
dimension of “changing the world”. Critical theory awakens revolutionary consciousness against reified reality by
exposing the falsity of identity-thinking, while the metaphor of “constellation” points to an emancipatory path of
multicultural coexistence. This critique bridges the practical tradition of Marxism and lays the groundwork for the
theory of communicative rationality, underscoring the historical significance of negative dialectics in critiquing
modernity and advancing human liberation.

Keywords: Adorno; Negative Dialectics; Logic of Disassembly; Interpretation of the World; Transformation
of the World
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