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Revisiting the Relationship Between Hess and the Formation of Marx’s Thought
— The Limits of Hess” Influence on Marx and Marx’s Conscious Criticism of Hess

Zou Shipeng
( School of Philosophy Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: Compared with the previous studies on the theoretical history of Marxism that ignored Hess” influence on
Marx since the 1960s there has been a tendency in the international academic circles to elevate Hess” influence on
Marx and even to regard Hess as the founder of Marxism. It is necessary to redefine the relationship between Hess and
the formation of Marx’s thought with the general background from the disintegration of Young Hegelians to radicalism
and then to the formation of Marx’s historical materialism and his practical philosophy. From the perspective of this
article  Hess” social reforms economics  philosophy of action economic alienation fetishism  general
humanitarianism socialism and communism all influenced young Marx but this influence should be placed in the
complex thought space of many figures” thought activities and their interaction ( mainly Feuerbach Bruno Bauer
Hess Ceshkowski Weitling Griin Marx Engels Luger Stimer Proudhon etc.) in the process of the
disintegration of Young Hegelians to radicalism. Only Marx broke through the limits and limitations of the transition
from the disintegration of young Hegelians to radicalism realized the transition from enlightenment liberalism to radical
democracy and then consciously created historical materialism and his practical philosophy. Hess” influence on Marx
was mainly limited from the disintegration of Young Hegelians to the formation of radicalism. However the Spinozian
spiritual entity strengthened by Hess is Bauer’s self-consciousness which has been transcended since Marx’s doctoral
dissertation. Hess” philosophy of action “real ” socialism and “non-historicism abstraction” all stopped at the
establishment of Marx’s historical materialism and his practical philosophy and the criticism of Hess” anarchism and his
left-wing radicalism also determines the basic practical direction of Marxism.

Keywords: Hess and Marx; philosophy of actioi ‘“Real” socialism; radicalism; historical materialism
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