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contemporary policy propositions in the areas concerning rights and distribution has promoted the
development of the contemporary liberal democratic social trend of thought and also provides useful
references for us to establish just distributive systems and construct Chinese political philosophy$ academic

systems disciplinary systems and discursive systems.

Realistic Logic and Theoretical Logic in Contemporary China$ Research on the Problem of Justice:
Reflections on the 50" Anniversary of the Publication of Rawlss A Theory of Justice

Wang Xinsheng

Theoretically the surge in research on the justice problem in China is undoubtedly encouraged by the
contemporary revival of political philosophy resulting from Rawlss A Theory of Justice. In that work Rawls
replaces utility with justice. And he makes the “basic structure of society” the main issue of the principles
of social justice and establishes it as the core topic of contemporary political philosophy. In practice China
is going through a transformation from the “equality — oriented society” to the “fairness — oriented society”
and a new “basic structure of society” is gradually taking shape. The study of Chinese social justice issues
theoretically reflects the realistic logic of the social transformation in China. The tasks of researching justice
issues in China in the future will include: using the methodology provided by Marxist historical materialism
surpassing the political ideals and theoretical logic of Western liberalism absorbing the creative
transformation and innovative development of traditional Chinese political culture and providing a Chinese

justice theory and Chinese justice discourse for political practice in the 21* century.

Classical Confucian Exegesis and the Formation of the Classics and Histories Tradition:
The Problem of Vassal States in the Shang and Zhou Dynasties

Chen Bisheng

The relationship between the records in the Confucian Classics and factual history is a complicated
issue in ancient China. The study of the Confucian Classics has deeply influenced the historical writing
since the Han dynasty with Zheng Xuan playing a key role in this development. Take the number of vassal
states in the Shang and Zhou dynasties as an example the numbers recorded in the Shiji and Hanshu are
different. However Zheng Xuan offered a new theory to solve the problem. According to his exegesis of
Confucian Classics  the Three Dynasties applied different political systems. Therefore some records of
vassal states numbers were based on a Shang dynasty system while the others followed a Zhou dynasty
system. It has to be pointed out that Zheng Xuans aim was not to track the historical truth of the Shang and
Zhou dynasties but to eliminate the difference between the Classics. However the Tang dynasty historian
Du You ended up adopting Zheng Xuans theory when writing his history Tong Dian. This resulted in a

theory of classical exegesis becoming history record.

An Analysis of Derridas Deconstructionism Through a Comparison with Phenomenology
Zhang Qingxiong

Derrida is known for his deconstructionism. His works are difficult to read because his deconstruction is
actually an outgrowth of the interpretation of classical texts by philosophers such as Husserl. Although
Derrida is framed in philosophical circles as representative of post — structuralism his consciousness of the
problem of deconstruction came from the study of Husserl s phenomenology and was deeply influenced by
Heidegger. By comparing Derrida with Husserl and Heidegger and by considering his debates with

Gadamer we can see clearly the key ideas and remaining problems of deconstructionist thought.



