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Public Domain and the Legitimacy of Power Base
——Western Marxism Basic Theoretical Research
Sun Chengshu

Abstract The public domain is the core area of the reconstruction of historical materialism of Western
Marxism. Accordingly to Western Marxism the essential feature of totalitarianism and the late
capitalism is the opposition between system the combination of economic subsystem and the political
subsystem and the Living World is the slavery and marginalization of the masses. The legitimacy of
power is built upon the masses of the people without the support of the masses will lead to violence.
Public domain as the area where public awareness formed directly constitute the basis of legitimacy
of power and thus maintain or suppress the public domain became the watershed of whether it’'s
democratic political or authoritarian political. Habermas who raised the public sphere theory is
actually developed a new form that goes beyond the Western parliamentary democracy. It not only has
constructional significance for the basic theory of historical materialism but also has very practical
meaning for the construction of socialist harmonious society and the international political and
economic order,

Key words public domain power legitimacy historical materialism
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