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“How Could Omori Shazo Use Wittgenstein to Fight against Wittgenstein?” Tetsugaku 4

> https: //philosophy—japan.org/wpdata/wp-content /uploads /2020/06 / Xu-Yingjin-2020. pdf
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How Can Tasaka Jun Embrace Both Phenomenology and Historical Materialism
in His Philosophical System?
Xu Yingjin
( School of Philosophy Fudan University Shanghai 200433  China)
Abstract: As a typical Marxist the Japanese philosopher Tasaka Jun is also regarded as a member of Kyoto School.
Hence it is not surprising to see the parallelism between Tasaka’s thoughts and the “phenomenological movement ”
which influenced the Kyoto School in a general sense. However Tasaka owes his readers a further account of how to
make phenomenology and historical materialism compatible with each other in his system. In order to provide such an
account he elaborates his theory of space the main idea of which is composed of the following 5 tenets: (1) contrary
to what we have learned from Husserl and Heidegger spatiality is more original than temporality as what Watsuji
Tetsurd strongly suggests. ( 2) Spatiality has dual-aspects namely the subjective one and the objective one and the
objective aspect of spatiality is more fundamental. In this sense Tasaka rejects both the phenomenological notion of

spatiality ~ which suspends objectivity and the traditional materialist notion of spatiality ~which excessively
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marginalizes subjectivity. ( 3) In Tasaka’s system the junction between subjectivity and objectivity is nothing but
“today " which has a phenomenological interface on the one hand constrained by varieties of physical/sociological
necessities on the other. Hence different from “now ” “today” could provide accesses to philosophical narratives
making the notion “embodiment” and that of “social practice” significant. ( 4) The dual-aspect-based nature of
“today” allows a theorist to handle issues which are beyond the scope of traditional phenomenology especially the
following problems: How to account for the picture-producing mechanism in the cinemas? How to reveal the mechanism
through which the ruling ideology influences today’s political momentum in the public square? (5) The fundamentality
of “today” also poses a challenge to the ontological status of “historical time ” and a thereby updated philosophy of
history could also help us to see through the tricks played by Japanese militaristic propagandists who systematically

confound “the historical time” with “today.”

Keywords: Tasaka Jun; The Kyoto School; spatiality; today; phenomenology; the historical time; ideology

( » . 2023 6 17 “ 7 (
) o

“« ” 113

« ”»

[43 ”» “@ ”

50



