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standard for measuring the harmfulness of their behavior. Reasons in the Tang Code
are the principles, rationales and criteria that justify the rules, understand the
meaning of the law and guide judicial decisions, rather than the source of law.
Promoting the tradition of jurisprudence explanation from the Tang Code has
important theoretical value and practical significance for the creative transformation

and innovative development of China’s excellent traditional legal culture.

The Process of Transformation from the Essence of Universality to the Appearance of
Universality . The Establishment of Marx’s Historical Horizon Wu Meng « 84 -

Propositions on the historical issues in Marxist thought originated from Marx’s
critique of the mysterious nature of Hegel ' s dialectics. The latter configured a
relationship between “conceptual things” and “material things” in a false manner. In

this regard, the primary goal of Marx’ s critique was to establish an internal

) )

connection of “conceptual things” and “material things,” without obliterating the
externality of material things in relation to conceptual things. The key mechanism of
the objects of universal experience plays a vital role here. During a series of
ideological dialogues between the young Marx and Hegelian philosophy, especially
that of Feuerbach’ s humanism, the connotations of the objects of universal
experience underwent an intrinsic transformation. This not only linked given
historical processes, but also extended the transformation of the universal dimension
into the “appearance of universality” with a historical dimension. The process of
establishing Marx’ s historical horizon shows important methodological features; it

offers a special inspiration for the analysis of contemporary human life.

Labor Becomes Praxis: Its Historical Evolution and Significance Ding Liqun < 106 «

From ancient Greece through to the Middle Ages, labor was disparaged as the
synonym for suffering, pain punishment and a non~human activity. The rise of the
bourgeoisie uplifted the status of labor. However, people still regarded labor as a
one-dimensional activity of “making things” and neglected its inherent significance of
cultivating the human being. Hegel was the first to discuss the significance of labor in
terms of human education and emancipation. Marx inherited Hegel’ s philosophical
thinking on labor critically and elevated labor into praxis in the complete sense. He
founded a “labor and society” philosophy of praxis which (1) saw labor praxis as the
foundation of human society; (2) constructed the fundamental logic of the unification
of “humanity and science” based on the duality of labor ; (3) transformed the existing
field of the philosophy of praxis by replacing the traditional categories of politics and
ethics with the category of “society,” thus expanding the breadth and depth of the
philosophy of praxis; (4 ) reconstructed the ultimate purpose and interest of the

e 206 -



