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general, and summary in nature, especially in terms of his epistemology and moral philosophy. He placed his
epistemology and moral philosophy within a broader scope. At the same time, there were important additions.
“What man ought to be” or “what man will be” is still constrained by “what man actually is”, so it is necessary
to recognize that humans possess not only rationality but also irrationality. The recognition of “human finitude”
should not only see the finitude of cognition but also the finitude of morality and aesthetics. Although Kant
did not propose a fundamental new theory or additional new principles specifically in answering the Fourth
Question as he did in the first three, the formulation of the Fourth Question still holds significant value. Not
only can we now observe all four of Kant’s questions through the lens of the Fourth Question, but we can also
observe the entirety of Kantian philosophy in this way.

Keywords: Kant; anthropology; metaphysics; morality; Kant’s Questions

On the “Mutual Learning between Civilizations” between Kant and Confucianism:
Reflections on the Century-Long Reception History of Kant
Deng Anqing

Abstract: Early scholars who introduced Kant grasped the charm of Kantian philosophy centered on freedom
from the practice of creating a new culture. Through the mutually reinforcing relationship between expert
interpretations of Kant and ideological dialogues, they clarified that only through the “mutual learning between
civilizations” between Kant and Confucianism can the truth and principles in their respective thoughts be truly
discovered. The new generation of Kant researchers, in order to gain a genuine sense of philosophical inquiry
on the path of modernizing traditional culture and form an original Kantian hermeneutics with their own style,
must strive to win recognition and respect from the international Kantian academic community.

Keywords: Kant; Confucianism; Chinese culture; mutual learning between civilizations

The Issues of Rights in Chinese Traditional Thought
Yang Guorong

Abstract: Human rights are primarily based on the individual. At the level of rights, individuals’ pursuits
often differ or even diverge from each other, potentially leading to various confrontations. In contrast, Chinese
traditional philosophy puts forward the concept of “benevolence and righteousness”. While the consciousness
of rights focuses solely on individual rights and interests, benevolence and righteousness concern the inherent
value shared by all human beings. Human rights inherently possess both material and spiritual dimensions.
The former pertains to the basic form of life existence and involves various perceptual needs, while the latter
is linked to the spiritual dimension of human existence. Human rights also encompass substantive and formal
aspects, which are intrinsically interconnected. Distinguishing democracy from the people-centered philosophy
is another issue requiring attention in related fields. The popular view that the people-centered philosophy
emphasizes the people as the foundation, while democracy represents people’s sovereignty, and that these
two concepts are distinctly different, is inaccurate. In fact, Chinese traditional people-centered philosophy
embodies democratic elements, and both reflect the connotation of human rights from different aspects.
Keywords: rights; benevolence and righteousness; democracy; people-centered philosophy

Opening the Future: The Myth of the First Axial Age and the Expansion of the Second Axial Age in
Narratives of Civilization History
Ren Jiantao

Abstract: Narrative of civilization history is a grand historical account concerning humanity’s journey from
the past, through the present, towards the future. The First Axial Age drew significant attention to the past as
the source of civilization. People not only habitually returned to the First Axial Age for solutions when facing
difficulties but also attributed all their circumstances to it, thereby closely linking human destiny to the First
Axial Age. The Second Axial Age is the period gradually unfolding over the past four hundred years. Unlike
the First Axial Age, which dealt with relationships between people and others, it focuses on relationships
between people and machines. This represents a period in which humanity is moving towards a new future.
Keywords: history of civilization; First Axial Age; Second Axial Age; past; future

Analysis on the Structural Types of the Party’s Self-Revolution Institutional Normative System
Zhou Jingqing
Abstract: The Party’s self-revolution in the new era is increasingly characterized by institutionalization,
standardization, and systematization of institutional norms. The theoretical and practical requirements for
improving the Party’s self-revolution institutional normative system are the objective needs for strengthening
the Party’s progressiveness and purity. The Party’s self-revolution institutional normative system is composed
of multiple types of normative systems, including the national legal normative system led by the Constitution,
the internal legal normative system led by the Party Constitution, the normative document system led by the
Party Congress reports, and the socialist moral normative system led by the core socialist values. The four sub-
normative systems are organically coupled to form a unified system, building the basic structure of the Party’s
self-revolution institutional normative system. The four sub-normative systems play a guiding and restraining
role in the Party’s self-revolution in different fields and at different levels. The four sub-normative systems
complement and support each other, jointly ensuring the effective functioning of the Party’s self-revolution
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