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On the Universality of Chinese Philosophy
Zhang Rulun
( School of Philosophy Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: It is a problem rising from the modernity whether Chinese philosophy is one of universal significance as well
as Western philosophy. The problem presupposes that Western philosophy is the only and universal philosophy as
such. However when we query this belief by emphasizing the particularity of Chinese philosophy in order to defend its
status we precisely degrade it to a local philosophy. If we can learn from Hegel’s dialectics that the universality is a
dynamic and differential identity on one side and a process of assimilating our traditional thought on universality on the
other side we will not only demonstrate the universal significance of Chinese philosophy but also contribute to this
concept of universality in the way of Chinese philosophy.

Keywords: Chinese philosophy; universality; modernity; family resemblance; Hegel dialectics
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