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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

New Development Philosophy is the Essence of Marxist Development Philosophy in the 21st Century
Hou Yanshe

New Development Philosophy focuses on the major contemporary issue on the comprehensive realization of
the new socialist modernization in China as well as systematically answers a series of essential questions on its
principles impetus path mode purpose and environment. It is the core of the Marxist philosophy of
development in the 21st century that provides the basic theoretical guidelines for the comprehensive
modernization of China in the new era and the completion of the new form of human civilization. It indicates
the primary direction of the modernization of the world and the development of human civilization in the 21st

century. Therefore new development philosophy is the essence of the Marxist philosophy of development.

On the Fundamental Differences Between Chinese and Western Philosophies
Wu Xiaoming

This paper tries to provide a theoretical clarification of the fundamental differences between Chinese and
Western philosophies. The essential nature of Western philosophy follows the Platonic metaphysical
construction in which the supersensible and sensible worlds are separate. Thus the truth per se or the reality
only lies in the supersensible world while the sensible “partakes of” the truth or the reality of the former.

Chinese philosophy by contrast has never devoted itself to such metaphysical commitment. This by no means

that the Chinese do not or cannot understand things beyoud the sensible in ancient Chinese Classics the
meta-physical is often called the Way while the physical called the instrument. However in Chinese
philosophy the Way and its instrument/agency/mechanism are not separate and essence and function are not
distinguishable. Thus the fundamental discrepancy between Chinese and Western philosophies lies in their

theoretical constructions the result of which is that the essence of Western philosophy is metaphysics while

that of Chinese philosophy is outside of the realm of metaphysics.

The Debate on the Ultimate and the Dependency on Nothingness:
On the Relationship between Xie Lingyun’s Poetry and His Philosophy

Zheng Zemian

The Xuanxue thinkers and the Buddhists had disputed on what is the ultimate truth before Xie Lingyun

wrote Bianzonglun ( On Distinguishing the Ultimate) using the idea of “forgetting words after understanding”



