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Digital Fetishism : The Essence of Involution
Xu Yingjin

Abstract: “Involution” is a sociological term used to describe a specific agricultural production mode of rice, but
it is currently used in a generalized way, generally referring to any social phenomenon of excessive competition.
This generalization is faced with the following theoretical risks. In the original context of the use of “involution” by
sociologists, the overcoming of “involution” is often based on the substitution of market economy for natural economy
as a medium. However, many so-called “involution” phenomena in contemporary society are precisely the derivative
consequences of capital logic operation. Therefore, the correct diagnosis of many so-called ‘involution’ phenomena at
present must adopt another discourse framework. Hegel’s criticism of “digital fetishism” in Logic and Marx’ s criticism
of “Commodity fetishism” in Capitalism will provide a solid theoretical foundation for this discourse framework.
Keywords: involution; digital fetishism; commodity fetishism; quantification of connotation; quantification of
extension; personality of capital

Towards “Post-somaesthetics”
——A Theoretical Discrimination of the Debate on “Body Aesthetics”
Yang Jie & Duan Chao

Abstract: Body has always been at the center of aesthetics, and it is easy to become the focus of contention of different
aesthetic schools. “Neo-practical aesthetics”and “somaesthetics” engaged in a debate on the issue of “which is
noumenon: body or practice”. The body and practice are dialectically united. In posthuman age, body problems turns
into the trinity problem of the body-technology-world, it is necessary to aesthetic research to change the perspective of
body to post-body, transcending the aesthetics of the anthropocentrism and going toward post-somaesthetics. Under the
ethical framework of sustainable development, post-somaesthetics should break through the anthropocentrism of ‘beauty
for man” and advocate the post-humanism of “beauty by man”.

Keywords: body aesthetics; practical aesthetics; post-body aesthetics; aesthetic path

Calculation, Algorithm and Computing Power: National Computing Logic Based on Information
Han Zhiming & Liu Huayun

Abstract: The clarity of social facts is a prerequisite for national governance, and its essence is the national calculation
process centered on information. Modern countries has continued to promote the clarity of social facts, and has
developed a distinctive logic for national calculation. We can reveal the internal logic of national computing from three
dimensions: calculation, algorithm and computing power, and make a theoretical portrait of the information practice
of national governance. To be more specific, using diversified symbols or codes, calculation identifies social facts,
established the mapping relationship between people, finance, goods, things and data, and establishes the position
and scale for social facts. Algorithm selects and integrates different parameters and indicators as well as analyzes the
complex relationships between social facts according to the needs of national governance tasks. Computing power is
the ability of the state to measure and calculate social facts, and it’s also what makes portray and manipulate social facts
clearly possible. Computing power determines the efficiency and effectiveness of national governance. Calculation,
algorithm, and computing power constitute the basic dimensions of national computing and provide a basic frame of
reference for understanding the technical logic of national governance.

Keywords: digital age; national computing; calculation; algorithm; computing power; information

Algorithmic Justice and Order Construction in the Era of Artificial Intelligence
Dong Qingling & Zhu Yue

Abstract: The algorithm has become the key driving force of social change in the era of artificial intelligence and the
maker of the new order. However, as a new type of right and wealth distribution tool, the abuse, misuse, and monopoly
of algorithm are also repelling and marginalizing others while empowering someone. Algorithmic bias mainly comes
from the following three formation mechanisms: original bias, learning bias and exogenous bias. Being different from
general bias, once the algorithmic bias is formed, it is difficult to eliminate and easy to produce social amplification
effects. The governance and rule of algorithm biases need to follow the four principles: authorization and consent,
transparency, accountability and compensation, and prioritizing human value and dignity. Furthermore, establishing
communication bridges and control mechanisms between algorithm developers, users, sellers, communicators, and
managers, so as to minimize the algorithm damage and bias, and form an algorithm order with fairness and justice.
Keywords: algorithmic politics; algorithmic discrimination; algorithmic bias; algorithmic justice; algorithmic order

The End of “Embedded Liberalism”
——The Democratic Crisis in the West from the Perspective of “Democratic Sociology”
Sun Guodong
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