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On the Evolutionary Manner of Marx’s Methodological Materialism:

From Genealogical Description to Teleological Explanation
Liu Yu

The methodological materialism in Marx’s historical science describes and explains people’s practical
activities and historical development. lts principle is to explain historical changes and the formation of social
structures from the material conditions of the underlayer. According to the conceptions of traditional
ontology methodological materialism explains the composition of things in terms of the change of matter.
Unlike idealism which directly sets the form to explain the formation of things methodological materialism
is faced with a problem: how can formless matter constitute things that have form? To deal with this Marx
adopted two different ways. One is the way of genealogy which starts with the material productive activity
as the origin of history and describes how this kind of activity can build up human society. The other is the
way of teleology which starts with the established social structure and traces how the elements of the past
developed to form the specific social structures of the present. Among them the teleological explanation
contains the genealogical description which is not only the method to understand history but also the

method to understand practice.

How to “Return-to-Family”: A Philosophical Perspective
Sun Xiangchen

Speaking of “family” evokes a cordial feeling for Chinese people. Nonetheless there has been fierce
criticism of “family” culture ever since the New Culture Movement and modern Chinese philosophy does
not have enough theoretical space to examine the problem of “family”. There is an obvious “deficiency” in
the “individual-subject” of modern and contemporary Western philosophy hence a great deal of discourse
on “the other” has been put forward to make up for this “deficiency”. However this philosophy of “the
other” still has its limits. The notion of gin-gin from the Chinese philosophical tradition provides an
alternative answer. This philosophy of “return-tofamily” offers the possibility of establishing a world of

“mildness”.

The Original Middle Way of Family.: How Should Human Beings Produce Their Descendants
Zhang Xianglong

Western philosophy and technology have been hoping to transform human beings in an idealized
manner in order to reshape the way of human generation and existence. However Confucianism does not
agree with this manner for it holds that human reproduction is inseparable from the family and the family

relationship. Only in family can human features and characters be soundly formed since family lies between



