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Theory of Social Forms and China’ s Road to Development

YU Wujin
( Centre for Research on Contemporary Marxism Abroad, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433, China)

Abstract: There were two different clues interwoven in the process of theoretical investigations by Karl Marx throughout his
life: one was his study of the capitalist society and political economy, and the other was his study of the pre — capitalist society
and anthropology. It was precisely on the basis of his study of anthropology that Marx founded the theory of social forms, which
contains two different dimensions: one is the dimension of the evolution of European social forms—clan society, Asian ownership,
slavery, feudal ownership, capitalist ownership, future communist ownership; the other is the dimension of the evolution of Ori—
ental social forms: clan society, Asian ownership, socialist ownership( “Karfding Canyon striding across the capitalist system”) ,
and future communist ownership. Marx’ s theory of the evolution of Oriental social forms is the theoretical basis of China’ s road
to development.

Key words: anthropology, theory of three forms, Asian ownership, Karfding Canyon, China’s road to development, social-

ism with Chinese characteristics
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