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ABSTRACT

China’s Moment in Artificial Intelligence

Chen Xiaoping & Du Junfei & Shao Yilei & Ding Gang & Wang Tianfu & Cai Hengjin & Ren Jiantao
& Wu Guanjun & Wang Xingfu
Abstract: The advent of DeepSeek has caused a global sensation. In China, it is regarded as a “technological
innovation of national significance”, while in the United States, it is seen as a “Sputnik moment” challenging
its AI hegemony. As an important representative in the field of artificial intelligence, DeepSeek has not only
promoted technological innovation but also triggered people’s rethinking about the development direction of
Al and reminded people to deeply consider the future trend of human civilization. In view of this, on February
21, 2025, we held a interdisciplinary seminar titled “DeepSeek: China’s Moment in Artificial Intelligence?”.
The seminar aimed to explore the profound impact of artificial intelligence technology on the development of
human civilization, as well as the potential economic, social, and cultural opportunities and challenges it may
bring.

Professor Chen Xiaoping pointed out that artificial intelligence is a human activity that studies and applies
machine intelligence, and it should adhere to some basic principles, namely, adhering to the distinctiveness
of machine intelligence, giving priority to human well-being, and ensuring the controllability of artificial
intelligence. Professor Du Junfei put forward the concept and concerns of the “fantastic society”. He believes
that Al continuously generates dialogues and continuously calls itself, forming an infinite recursive content
stream. Professor Shao Yilei pointed out that the price war of Al models is one of the most important bloodless
wars in this century and even in human history. DeepSeek has broken the US monopoly through technological
innovation and reconstructed the global power pattern with an ultra-low price strategy. From the perspective
of the subjectivity of generative Al, Professor Ding Gang discussed the intrinsic value and significance of Al
in reconstructing Chinese education. He further called for the construction of a warm, profound, and inclusive
future education system which combines subjectivity and humanistic care. Professor Wang Tianfu believes
that digital intelligence technology has not only reshaped the way information is disseminated and interacted
with, breaking the traditional limitations of time and space, but also redefined the interaction models among
individuals, organizations, and society, forming a new pattern of social cooperation in the era of digital
intelligence. Professor Cai Hengjin believes that the essence of DeepSeek’s technological innovation lies in
decoupling. In the future, we still need to strengthen the research on human consciousness, which will help us
better understand and develop machine consciousness, and thus promote the realization of superintelligence.
Professor Ren Jiantao pointed out that the competition between China and the United States in the field of
artificial intelligence should not be regarded as a zero-sum game, but rather global scientific and technological
progress should be jointly promoted through cooperation and healthy competition. Professor Wu Guanjun
pointed out that in the situation where artificial intelligence gradually possesses autonomy and creativity, we
need to rethink human subjectivity and roles. Professor Wang Xingfu pointed out that DeepSeck has promoted
the development and diffusion of Al technology and effectively challenged the US hegemony. An even more
severe problem is that we are facing a structural dilemma of “paleolithic brains, medieval institutions, and god-
like technologies”. Therefore, we need to think critically when it comes to Al fever.

New Labor: Artificial Intelligence, Technological Substitution and the Future of Employment
Yin Jiankun & Yuan Zhigang & Du Yang & Zhang Chenggang & Yang Li & Yao Jianhua
& Han Keqing

Abstract: As a crucial factor closely related to people’s livelihood, labor is facing the vigorous development
of a new round of scientific and technological revolution and industrial transformation. New labor forms,
new labor relations, and new labor structures are constantly emerging. In particular, the rapid development
of generative artificial intelligence and humanoid robot technology is profoundly reshaping the appearance
of labor employment and real life in the era of digital intelligence. In September 2024, we held a thematic
seminar on “New Labor”, focusing on topics such as generative artificial intelligence and new labor, the
innovation and transformation of new labor, and the risks and governance of new labor. It is hoped that we
can comprehensively examine the evolution of “new labor”, properly handle the dilemmas of “new labor”
in a forward-looking manner, and stimulate the potential of “new labor” in the process of Chinese-style
modernization.

Mr. Yin Jiankun pointed out that the new employment forms catalyzed by new technologies are integrated
employment forms. It is urgent to fully promote the high-quality development of new labor forms through
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