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o Everything has to be anything and anything has to
o 195 be the instance of a type of things. Anything’s being
an instance of a type of things has to be based on
o why it is an instance of that type of things.
Existing things do exist and it is necessary for any
‘ 197 existing things to have the potentiality of existence.
° Things” having the potentiality of existing are based
‘ on why they do have the potentiality of existing.
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Existence is pervasive. To exist is always an issue on

something’s existence. Anything’s existence is always

198 « ” ( ) “ ”
the result of the circulation of the realization of this ( )
. . . . o
""" or that Li via its Qi-----
198 The existence of all existing things is nothing but the
o Whole which means the existence of all things. o
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@ B. Russell Our Knowledge of the External W orld as a Field for Saentific Method in Philosophy ( Chicago and London: Open Court Publishing

@ B. Russell The Analysis of Mind ( London: George Allen & Unwin 1921) .
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“On the Elements of Being I " Review of Metaphysics 7.2 (11953) : 171-192.
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“The M etaphysics of Abstract Particulars ” Midwest Studies in Philosophy 6 ( 1981) : 477-488.
B. Russell The Andlysis of Matter ( London: Kegan Paul Trench Trubner 1927).
B. Russell Human Knowledge: Its Swpe and Limits ( London: George Allen & Unwin 1948) .
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A Forgotten History of the Original Analytic Philosophy in China
— A Survey of Creative Responses to Russell from Yuelin Jin
Youlan Feng and Dainian Zhang
Xu Yingjin
( School of Philosophy Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)
Abstract: After Bertrand Russell’s visit of China in 1920-1921 his philosophy became more and more popular in
China via the introduction of Shenfu Zhang; as a result Russellian philosophical terms like “sense-data” and
“description” became part of the conceptual currency of philosophers in China. However until now we still lack a
deep study of in what degree the core tenets of Russells philosophy were actually accepted by leading Chinese
philosophers like Yuelin Jin  Youlan Feng and Dainian Zhang. As a matter of fact as I will argue in this paper the
substantial divergences between Russell and these Chinese philosophers are not only metaphysical but also
epistemological. Metaphysically speaking Youlan Feng’s defense of the legitimacy of metaphysical investigations via his
criticism of logical positivism could be also viewed as his criticism of Russell’s indifference to metaphysics. As to Yuelin
Jin’s metaphysical construction via his notion of Neng Shi and Tao it is also irrelevant to the empiricist tradition that
Russell belongs to. Epistemologically speaking epistemological constructions from Dainian Zhang and Yuelin Jin are
both with a realist flavor and hence fairly distinct from the quasi-Cartesian approach taken by Russell.
Keywords: empiricism; Neng; Shi; Tao; metaphysics; epistemology; Russell; Yuelin Jin; Dainian Zhang;

analytic philosophy
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