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* Abstracts of Main Essays °

Marx’ s Philosophy and the Modern World
Wu Xiaoming

The contemporary relevance of Marx’ s thoughts consists in his firmly principled critique of
modernity which sheds critical light on the essence and ground of the modern world insofar as this is
what modernity is refered to. Such essence and ground is simultaneously capital and modern
metaphysics the former as a material force endowing modern economic life with an overwhelming power
and the latter as both the essence of technology and a comprehensive set of ideas providing the economic
development of the modern world with necessary enframement. It is in this sense that Marx’ s critique of
modernity a dual one. Since the essence and ground of the contemporary world are still determined by
modernity and since Marx’ s critique of modernity is particularly firmly principled Marx’ s
“philosophy” still pertains to our time acting as its “matrix of thinking” or more precisely ordering
and configuring theory and practice in the contemporary world insofar as the way of questioning and the

domain of meaning are concerned.

Marx’ s Critique of Liberalist Values and its Contemporary Significance
Wu Xiangdong

There are various dimensions in terms of Marx’ s critique of liberalist values which can be
represented as a process of logical deepening from the concrete to the abstract and then returning to the
concrete. In On the Jewish Question Marx discusses some issues such as human rights citizen rights and
the limitations of political emancipation and analyses liberty equality and private property. In German
Ideology Marx ( and Engels) puts forward the ideological critique of liberalist values reconstructs the
explanatory paradigm of the relation between individual and society on the basis of the view of practice
and criticizes utilitarianism so as to undermine the philosophical foundation of liberalist values. And in
Capital as well as his manuscripts based on capitalist economic relation and mode of production Marx
analyses the internal relation between values including liberty equality ownership and capitalist
production  exchange and circulation and then presents an immanently comprehensive critique of
liberalist values on the basis of political economic critique. In a word Marx’ s critique reveals the
essence of liberalist values and its internal defects and provides the basic theoretical foundation with
regard to our scientific understanding of contemporary liberalism grasping the immanent contradictions of

modernity and its possible prospects.

From the Effective-historical Consciousness to Ideological Criticism
—The Hermeneutical Significance of Marx” s Philosophy

Yang Haifeng

In the process of interpretation Vorurteil has its legitimacy of existence and become an
insurmountable precondition in the explanation. The fusion of the field which is determined by the
interpreters’ circumstances and the relic itself forming an effective-historical consciousness. According
to the principle of social existence which determines social consciousness both of the Vorurteil and

effective-historical consciousness are restricted by the particular socio-historical situation and ideology.
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