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and culture will provide a new narrative perspective. Therefore, it is necessary to consider the concept of
the maritime sea, its origin, its dynamics, and the relationship between all parties and the sea as objects and
methods, and then to consider and discuss them as conceptual issues. The study of world maritime history must
not only pay attention to the natural environment and the role of the seas, but also understand the historical
characteristics of each sea area from the perspective of maritime sea and sea areas. At the same time, the
historiography of the maritime world should also expand the scope of time and space from a global historical
perspective, especially connect meteorology, markets and daily life, and apply interdisciplinary methods to
study problems.

Keywords: maritime area; world history; global history; maritime world

Further Discussion on the Political Meritocracy:
The Return and Reconstruction of the Narrative of “Meritocracy”
Li Dongyang & Daniel A. Bell

Abstract: On the basis of clarifying the multiple meanings and historical narratives of “meritocracy”, it is
necessary to re-identify the discourse of modernity in the traditional political meritocracy, and to construct a
modern narrative of the political meritocracy. Based on the three meta-discourses of “powerful” “wealthy”
and “ethical”, the traditional political meritocracy derives six main narrative principles, namely, conflict,
punishment, sacrifice, management, edification and recruitment, and follows a certain logic of occurrence
and the relationship between master and subordinate, the combination of these six principles has shaped the
political form of meritocracy with different characteristics. The discourse field of modern political meritocracy
should return from the discourse of power relations to the discourse of ethical relations, and reconstruct
the horizontal narrative of ethical relations with modernity from the vertical narrative of traditional ethical
relations. Based on the prudent consideration of family, state, international, human-nature, human-machine
relations, etc., political meritocracy can provide positive discourse support for China’s international image, and
will also provide more possibilities for the development of human civilization.

Keywords: political meritocracy; meritocracy; “meritocracy” narratives; worship of ethical sages

Constructing a “Thin Version” of Political Philosophy: Discussion with Professor Sun Xiangchen
Bai Tongdong

Abstract: Professor Sun Xiangchen, in his book On Family: The Individual and the Family, argues that modern
China and ideal society require the preservation of both the individual and the family (including familial care)
as dual ontologies. However, even within Confucian philosophy, there are different understandings of the role
of family. The task of philosophers is to construct their philosophy from a normative perspective. Both Zhang
Xianglong and Zhang Zailin try to offer a more comprehensive metaphysical foundation of a family-based
philosophy, but such attempts cannot address the challenges of pluralism in modern societies. We need to
construct a “thin version” of political philosophy. From this perspective, Sun’s interpretation of the concept of
the individual and of its origin in the West is too metaphysical. In contrast, an interpretation of modernity may
help us recognize the universal roots of individual beliefs and explore the real significance of individuals.
Keywords: familial care; respect for those who deserve respect; metaphysics; political philosophy; modernity;
pluralism

“The Economy of Degrowth”: From Ecological Criticism to Political Criticism
Qi Tao

Abstract: “Degrowth” is an important topic in the critique of contemporary capitalism and ecological
criticism. Contemporary scholars, represented by Kohei Saito, have clearly demonstrated the unsustainability
of the capitalist model of economic growth and production. He reinterprets the relationship between capitalism
and nature and outlines a picture of post-capitalist society with the central ideal of “the metabolism of society”.
The paper argues that the theory of “degrowth” correctly characterizes the crisis of capitalism, but this theory
simply rejects the development of productive forces and fails to dialectically address the relationship between
human finite and self-transcendence. The contemporary critique of capitalism from theory to reality still
needs to draw on the revolutionary development of the productive forces and relations of production, thereby
continuing to create the conditions for a non-capitalist model of social reproduction. In this sense, socialism in
the 21st century always needs to respond to the general crisis of capitalism from both theoretical and practical
dimensions, providing a global solution for the overall fairness and justice of society.

Keywords: degrowth; steady-state economy; Prometheanism; critique of contemporary capitalism



