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on body/soul dualism. Unlike Western philosophy, which mainly concerns being, the
central concern of Chinese philosophy, represented by Confucianism, is life and
living. Most modern Chinese philosophers readily accept materialism because there
has long been a tradition of the philosophy of ¢i in China. Such materialism,
however, is not a mechanical materialism, because it is not based on dualism.
Subjective life is constructed on the basis of body/soul monism and is closely related
to two philosophical propositions. One is the cosmology of the philosophy of gi, and
the other is considering human beings as the mind of cosmos, thus providing an initial
outline of the philosophy of life.

The Mind-Body Problem and the Philosophy of Qi Ding Yun « 86 -

As one of the most important traditions of Chinese thought, the philosophy of ¢:
has yet to find a proper modern expression. The main reason is that the fundamental
problem of modern Chinese philosophy is the mind-body problem, and the urgency of
this problem is closely related to “Yangmingism,” the thought of Wang Yangming.
In the late Ming, the philosophy of ¢qi provided a response to idealism and solved the
mind-body problem by sublating and abandoning Yangmingism. Liu Zongzhou and
Wang Fuzhi borrowed the approach that the Vijnanamatra scholars had adopted to
overcome Yangmingism, thus creating a path for a philosophy of ¢gi based on
idealism. The characteristics of this philosophy were clearly manifest in this
transformation: developing the philosophy of mind from the theory of self-
cultivation, using the study of the Vijnanamatra ( “consciousness only” ) to restate
the philosophy of mind, and using the philosophy of “gi alone” to transform the
study of “consciousness only.” Here, further demonstration should focus on how
Wang Fuzhi transformed alaya—vijnana into “The universe is qi.” As a comparison,
scholars should also explicate and review the theories of Liang Shuming and Xiong
Shili in modern Chinese philosophy, and examine why they failed to move towards a
philosophy of ¢i even though they also put forward their own theories of

Vijnanamatra.

The State’ s Capacity for Good Governance: The Logic behind the Success of China’ s
Poverty Alleviation as a Social Project Xu Yong and Chen Junya « 106 ¢

In the course of modernization, China has eradicated the absolute poverty that
has hitherto accompanied the human race and has completed the building of a
moderately prosperous society, thus embarking on a Chinese-style path to
modernization that strives to eradicate poverty and move towards common prosperity.
China’ s efforts to eradicate poverty and to eliminate the root causes of poverty are a
social project that has transformed human society and created a “miracle” on earth.
The success of this project, and the fact that it keeps on being successful, lies in the
Chinese state’ s unique capacity for “good governance.” It contains the state
capacities of mobilization, organization, transformation, development, and
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