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(TS dE: B )

Modernity and the Task of Philosophy
Zhang Rulun

Abstract: Modernity observed at philosophical level is a universal principle and a standpoint of value,
which is in spiritual dimension. The fundamental feature of modernity is that the humans become an
absolute criterion, and it denies any principle beyond humans. It is cither liberation or laissez-faireism.
It liberated human beings from rules and conventions and, at the same time, let alone human desires.
The subjectivist philosophy philosophically expresses modernity. Its abandoning of pursuing a cardinal
doctrine leads to the death of philosophy itself. The critique of modernity will attain a final nihilism if it

leads not to a normal doctrine.

Key word: philosophy, modernity, subjectivity, normal doctrine, subjectivism, critique
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