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Three Questions About Marxist Philosophy: with Special Reference to the
Relationship Between Western Marxism , Marxist Philosophy,and Modern Western Philosophy

CHEN Xue-ming
(' School of Philosophy, Fudan University , Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Derived from the core question whether Marxism is philosophy or not, there are two inquiries. One is whether Marxism
philosophy belongs to early modern philosophy or late modern philosophy. The other is whether Marxist philosophy can transcend
the late modern philosophy when it has absolutely to be admitted to excel the early modern philosophy. Different opinions of
various schools make a clear distinction between the correct answer to Marxist philosophy and the three wrong interpretations.
Western Marxism is different from the traditional theorists of the Second International, the Third International and the
postmodernism, with its own novel interpretation of ontology and the unique theory of modernity. It produces a very appropriate
understanding of Marxist philosophy,and it excavates the general principle of Marxism. Furthermore,western Marxism points out
in its methodology that Marxism as a whole is the philosophical revolution itself. This is not only transcendence of the early
modern philosophy whose metaphysics is marked by separation of subject and object, but also the transcendence of the late modern
philosophy in the sense of the modernity of the western Marxism.

Key words: Marxist Philosophy; Early Modern Philosophy; Late Modern Philosophy; Western Marxism; Postmodernism
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