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The Fundamental Differences Between Chinese and Western Philosophies
Through a Holistic Interest-Oriented Examination of the “Life World”
WU Xiaoming

Abstract: This paper goes on to summarize the essential features of Chinese and Western philosophies
according to the different aspects of interest in the “Life World” — their guardianship or eviction of the “Life
world” —so as to demonstrate the following in a more concentrated and fuller manner: how the fundamental
differences between Chinese and Western philosophies in terms of their initial decisions have informed and defined
the two philosophies’ radically different historical journeys. The main points examined in this paper are: (1) the
depreciation of and the hostility to the “Life World” are rooted in the basic metaphysical structure, that is, in the
division-opposition between the super-sensible and sensible worlds; (2) the philosophical establishment based on
the inextricability of the Dao and Qi, the non-duality of Ti and Yong, fundamentally determines the closeness to
and guardianship of the “Life World”; (3) it is precisely due to this non-metaphysical philosophical structure that
the whole of Chinese philosophy manifests itself as a dwelling and guardian of the “Life World”; (4) in the course of
“self-criticism” carried out in Western philosophy, the historical dissolution of metaphysics has been accompanied
by the positive opening of the philosophy of life-realizing and pondering over this major transition is extremely
important for grasping the non-metaphysical nature of Chinese philosophy. Thus, not only can the interest in the “Life
World” be a watershed that identifies the two paths of Chinese and Western philosophies, but because of the fact
that it is particularly close to the structure in which the two philosophies are rooted, the elucidation of this theme
will have a general and unifying significance for the overall understanding of the fundamental differences between
Chinese and Western philosophies.

Keywords: Life World; Chinese and Western Philosophies; Basic Structure; Fundamental Differences;
Life Philosophy

© (THE4gEmE) (=), LifF. 5 R 1983 45, 45 647 T,

26



