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R eflections on the« Dialectes n En |i8htenm enve.,
A Review of Kant’ s« An Answer ©0 the Question, W hat i Enli8hterm env
DENG An-94ing

A bstract The sinbiosis beween the« en|jg8htetment and the whole Process ofmodem jzationm akes the crity
cign of ;he“ modemit$ hecane he criticism of the« en]Bhterment  There jsnonontrvial orignality in he
thought that the « en]ightermentr s a dialectcal process The key tomaking an indePth dbservation of te
« phenamenorr of« the en]ighterment entailing he dialectice s how to rise apove he mntrinsic linitatons of
the« enfi@htemeny rather than ©Omake aJ wum fran advocating the« enlightermeny 10 opposing jt for as
amode of thinking the« dialectic® is o]y aganst the exemal negation characterized by making a smple
chore peween the wo extranes of« good or« pad’, The achjevementof an« jntema] sojutior 10 e [init@a
tions entajled n the en]ightermer;t however requjres our recourse 0 he fomulatons pPresented hy« the aw
thors of the en]ighterment classic®,
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