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The Affective Connotations of Bataille’s Concept of “Unemployed Negativity ”
Wang Chunming
( School of Philosophy Fudan University Shanghai 200433  China)

Abstract: The concept of “unemployed negativity ” has always been regarded by scholars as an iconic concept of
Bataille’s thought but the interpretation of its connotation has often been superficial. By reviewing the context in which
Bataille introduced the concept of “unemployed negativity” and then demonstrating how this concept guides his
interpretations and analyses of human activities ( with sacrifice giftgiving politics and eroticism as examples) and
human existence this paper attempts to illustrate why Bataille defines the essence of human nature and the normative
significance of existence as “unemployed negativity. ” Fundamentally this is due to his emphasis on and understanding
of affections. Bataille focuses on the affective dimension of human activities and considers affections to be energy—
consuming activities that seek nothing and serve no purpose. The essential connotation of his concept of “unemployed
negativity ” also lies here.

Keywords: negativity; affect; uselessness; existence; anthropology
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