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The Theory of Hegemony of Laclau and Mouffe

YANG Hai-feng

(Department of Philosophys Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)
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[ Abstractf Hegemony is a basic concept of the radical democratic politics of Laclau and M ouffe in
the post-modernist history. Through critique of orthodox essentialism, they transformed
Gramsci s idea of hegemony into a relation of multiple determination and of links at the level of
discourse game. Thisis a relation of displacement in place meant to facilitate intensified antago-
nism. They believe that only with such a link of hegemony can freedom, equality and autonomy of
the subjects involved in struggles be pledged. Then, the ideal of radical democratic socialism will

be realized.
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