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A Criticism of Horkheimer’s “Culture Industry”
FANG Jing-gang
It was Horkheimer that first brought up the concept of “culture industry” and associated it with “popular culture” . He regarded “culture
industry” as “cultural manipulation” and a social machine that produced a controlling tool for totalitarianism and “social concrete” for
defending monopolistic capitalism. He also held that culture industry helped produce the psychology of public submission and cheated the
public through entertainment. Through the analysis of its basic features like commercialization technicalization standardization and
compulsoriness he gave an incisive criticism of culture industry an in—depth reflection on the crisis of cultural value in modern society.

Theoretical Inheritance and New Approaches: Marxism Studies
by Religious Philosophers in the Silver Age of Russia
ZHOU Lai-shun
Facing the social turbulence and spiritual crisis in the late 19th century and the early 20th century in Russia some Russian religious
philosophers like Bynrakos Frank and Berdyaev in the Silver Age tried to find out a unique approach to modernization for Russia. In
their early theoretical exploration they found some truth in Marxism and tried to integrate it with traditional Russian culture and fi—
nally formed their own concept of Marxism.

God Mathematics and Devil in Descartes” Universal Doubt
LEI Si-wen

Descartes in the first meditation in Meditationes de prima philo-sophia proposes his famous universal doubt which is the precondition
for his “I am” in his second meditation. The understanding of his first philosophy relies on the understanding of his universal doubt.
There are controversial views over the relations between God and mathematics the nature and role of devil hypothesis. This paper
summarizes the previous studies in this aspect and concludes that the doubt about conceptual things has emerged before the devil hy—
pothesis. The devil hypothesis is not a doubt about God and mathematics. The most difficult part in Descartes” first meditation is in
his discussion on God and mathematics before his proposal of devil hypothesis. His uncertainty in this part about God and mathemat—
ics reveals the dilemma for the construction of “ 1 am”. His discussion of the complicated relations among God mathematics and
devil with a self-eriticism of earlier views has great significance at this critical moment.

Entity and Form in Spinoza” Philosophy : Ambiguity in Proposition 15
of Part One in Ethica Ordine Geometrico Demonstrata
WU Zeng-ding

“All things in existence exist in God” which is the Proposition 15 of Part One in Ethica Ordine Geometrico Demonstrata by Spinoza
is one core concept of this book that summarizes the relations between entity and form in Spinoza” philosophy. This seemingly simple
proposition has produced controversies among relevant scholars due to its ambiguity. Since the early 18" century the traditional Spi—
nozaian scholars based their studies on Descartes” philosophy and regarded “attribute” and “form” as something attached to entity
and criticized its self-contradictions. Some later Spinozaian scholars in the 20" century adopted the model of causal relationship but
still could not explain it well. This paper gives a textual interpretation of Ethica Ordine Geometrico Demonstrata and discusses the de—
fects in the previous studies in this field before giving some new interpretations.

Kant’s Criticism of the Ontological Testification of the Dasein of God and its Constitutional Significance
YANG Yun-fei

In Critique of Pure Reason Kant criticizes the ontological testification of the Dasein of God and points out that Sein is a logical
predicate while Dasein is a notional predicate. Kant holds that science cannot solve the transcendental problems of God while the
efficiency of knowledge should be confined within the possible experience which offers some room for moral and belief as well as
the possibility of moral theology. Moral theology is based on the moral necessity and proves the Dasein of God subjectively. The
shift from speculative theology to moral theology reveals the aim of Kantisn philosophy that is philosophy aims to lay a basis for
human welfare and dignity. The realization of this goal relies on the limited application of science and maintains proper tension
between knowledge and belief. The enlightenment of Kantian philosophy to modern philosophy is that we should be on the alert a—
gainst some ideas of naturalism and scientism.

“General Notion of Logic” in Hegels Science of Logic
WANG Zhi-hong
Science of Logic is Hegel’s major work wile “notion” is its key content. This paper discusses the section “General Notion of
Logic” in Hegel’s Science of Logic from three aspects: 1. Why different from the traditional logic the concept of notion as the
core of Hegel’s logic appears after “concept of essential” and “concept of being”? 2. What are the basic contents of his con—
cept of notion? What are the relations between notion and truth and reality? 3. What is the influence of Kant’s transcendental
apperception on Hegel s notion and what is its development?

A Study of Schelling’s Ethics in his Later Philosophy
DENG An-ging

In The System of Prior-dealism Schelling holds that freedom is simply a necessary phenomenon while Kant’s causal law of
freedom emhodies the “necessity” in opposition to freedom which is the underlying basis of his law of moral as well as the aban-
donment of individual by the moral law of universal reason. It was 150 years earlier than Adorno that Schelling proposed “dia—
lectics” of enlightenment ethics. Schelling’s later philosophy turned to rational mythology he desired earlier. This paper holds
that Schelling’s return to mythology is not a betrayal of enlightenment but a deeper revelation of the implication of paradox of
enlightenment. If real freedom is the opposition to necessity it should be arbitrary. In fact freedom is always a possibility to—
wards good or bad rather than a kind of necessity. Human existence is an embodiment of the free power of mankind and is faced
with evil with its own power. Thus this is a reinterpretation of enlightenment ethics.

°111-



