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Internal Logic and Methodological Basis of Marxs Theory of Social Formation:
An Analysis of Das Kapital and Relevant Manuscripts

Wang Fengming

Five kinds of social formations and their historical relations and evolutionary patterns are richly dealt with
in Das Kapital and its manuscripts. The internal logic of Marx§ theory of social formation lies in his discussion
of the production of material goods and the productive forces which determine the relations of production and of
the property ownership and distribution which determine the relations of power and domination in various social
formations. The methodologies of Marxs theory of social formation include his methods of typical analysis of
thinking from the back of essential abstraction and of proceeding from the abstract to the concrete; together
they constitute the methodological basis of his social formation theory. The unity of internal logic and

methodology is an obvious feature of Marxs social formation theory and should not be overlooked.

The Epistemological Revolution in Marxs Critique of Political Economy and

Althussers Epistemological Constitution of Das Kapital
Wu Meng

Louis Althusser “s epistemological constitution of Das Kapital represented the essential form of the
epistemological revolution in Marx$ critique of political economy and revealed the dimensions of the problem of
meaning in the work. But as Althusser read Marx$ texts through Spinozas philosophy he did not grasp Marx
§ exact objective. Marxs discussion of “the two methods” in the history of economics is a key to understanding
the epistemological revolution in his ecritique of political economy. The essential characteristic of his
epistemological revolution is that Marx grasped the movement of historical reality through the theoretical
critique of political economy by means of which he presented the immanent contradiction of the “social” form

which completely shapes sensitive individuals in bourgeois society.

The Absence of Pre-existence and Inward Intuition. An Analysis of the Internal Defects of
Xunzi$ Discussion of ren from the Perspective of Confucian shengsheng Ethics

Yang Zebo

As an important concept of Confucianism ren is discussed by its different schools using different
approaches. Confucius and Mencius “s discussion of ren highlights pre-existence and inward intuition
particularly. Xunzi neither admits ren% innateness nor understands that the result of “transforming the inborn
nature and developing the acquired nature” ( huaxing qiwei ) existed before the moment at which
ethical and moral issues are dealt with. What is more he does not even understand that inward intuition is the

fundamental way to seek ren. Therefore the ren discussed by Xunzi is a concept synonymous with goodness or



