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Rethinking the Relationship Between Marx and Hegel

— From the Perspective of N. Levine
Wang Fengcai
(' School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: The issue of the relationship between Marx and Hegel has always been one of the key issues discussed in
Marxologie, and it can even be one of the key issues in the history of Marxism. On the issue of the relationship between
Marx and Hegel, there are roughly three different views: (1) Emphasizing the continuity of Marx and Hegel, and
advocating the “re-Hegelization” of Marx; (2) Emphasizing the fracture between Marx and Hegel, and advocating the
“de-Hegelization” of Marx; (3) Regarding the “Hegelization” of Marx as the source of the “error” of Marxism, and
advocating the separation of Marx and Hegel. In order to find a philosophical “foundation” for the “oppositional theory”
between Marx and Engels that he advocated, N. Levine attached great importance to the relationship between Marx and
Hegel, but his entire research was to maintain the need to “de-Hegelize” Marx. Of course, this does not mean to
scientize Marx, nor does it mean to completely abandon Marx. In fact, both the “re-Hegelization” of Marx or the “de—
Hegelization” of Marx are one-sided! It is even more incorrect to regard the “Hegelization” of Marx as the source of the
“error” of Marxism! In fact, we cannot choose between “re-Hegelization” and “de-Hegelization,” that is, we cannot
choose between Marx’s pro-Hegelian interpretation and pro-Kantian interpretation. Perhaps, only by integrating Kant and
Hegel, that is, by finding a balance between ( moral) individualism and ( ethical) communitarianism, can we “re-
understand Marx” better and give “Marx” a complete image.

Keywords: the relationship between Marx and Hegel; Marxology; the history of Marxism; Norman Levine
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