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Why is The Doctrine of the Mean Forgotten?
Zhang Rulun
(School of Philosophy , Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract; It is noteworthy in contemporary Chinese philosophy research that The Docirine of the Mean has never
become a hot topic for scholars of ancient Chinese philosophy. The current state of The Docirine of the Mean studies is
highly disproportionate to its importance, so much so that we can say it has been forgotten by contemporary Chinese
philosophy researchers. This oversight is primarily because it’s incompatible with the pursuit of modernity and,
secondarily, because it seems to clash with modern Chinese people’s understanding of the concept of “philosophy”
derived from the West. It appears inevitable that The Doctrine of the Mean, with its emphasis on Heaven as
fundamental and the study of the relationship between Heaven and humanity as its core, has become an outsider in
contemporary Chinese philosophical research.

Keywords: The Docirine of the Mean; philosophical classic; philosophical modernity; modern metaphysics;
rationality ; empirical evidence
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