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The Problem of Cynicism in the Technological
Society and Its Adoption
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Abstract: The cynicism of non-labor leisure time caused by the development of technology has become an
increasingly prominentprobleminthemoderntechnological society marked by networking.This paperusesthe
concept of“cynicism”in philosophy to explain the subordination of human existence in a technological society.
We cannot directly connect “enframing” (ge-stell) as cynicism in Martin Heidegger’s philosophy, because of
the transcendence of “Dasein.” However, with the rapid development of technology and its more and more
entrencheddominationoverhumans,theoryneedstobringtogetherthenatureoftechnologydirectlywithissues
of cynicism. The individual's falling (verfallen) of Dasein rejects cynicism in form as it outstands (Entrlickung)
itself toward existence. But, when dominated by technological enframing and technological reason, humans
are essentially in a secular state, which is then manifested in technical cynicism. That is to say, technological
governanceanditssystemoforderdetermineoursurvival.Cynicismisthefate oftechnological societies.Herbert
Marcuse’s “Great Refusal” criticized Martin Heidegger’s With the development of technology, the enframing,
asahard essence of the mechanical technology society, has already developed into aninvisible and huge net.In
thenetworksociety, theexistentialdimensionof Daseinhasgraduallybeendisgraced,andreplaced byanetwork
society, which shows a mixture material labor with immaterial labor, and there is also a mixture of hustle and
bustle,defatigationandchronicdeath.Thispaperarguesthatthenetworksocietyhasinvadedandreconstructed
thelife world comprehensively and taken in humans comprehensively, and soit produces involute cynicism.We
ashumanshavebeenaccustomedtothemodeoftheexistenceoflabor,butthedevelopmentoftechnologybrings
moreand moreleisuretime.Because we donotadapttothis kind of leisure time, many peoplefallintoasituation
of passive cynicism. However, more and more people are trapped in another situation, where they overuse their
non-labortimeandgointoastateof namelessbutsevereoverwork,lackingintherationality of labor.Meanwhile,
our bodies are more and more subordinate to and tamed by the experience of pleasure in non-labor time of the
technological society, which then leads to involute cynicism. Cynicism of the technological society belongs to
the cynicism of bodily technology, and bodily technology redefines the subordinate relationship of humans to
the world. Paradoxically, people living in a technological society are busy in their spare non-labor time. The
busy-ness compels them to over-concern (Besorgen) and defatigation. The cynicism of technological society is
notalways pathological but symptomatic. Its essential cure liesin returning from the technological world to the
world of life. The nihilization of non-labor time, which is increasingly prominent in the technological society, is
the manifestation of technological alienation after all.
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