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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

On “Being’ ‘Non-Being” and “Becoming” in Chinese
Philosophy and Western Philosophy

Wu Xiaoming

The themes of “Being’ ‘Non-Being” and “Becoming” lie at the pivotal points where
Chinese philosophy and Western philosophy established their fundamental frameworks.
Therefore their emergence formations and interconnections profoundly reflect how
Chinese philosophy and Western philosophy diverged and bacame self-modeled into
distinct systems in their own basic dimensions. Rooted in its foundational structure
Chinese philosophy as a whole stands on the “Way of Change” ( Yi Dao) which is
expounded through the dialectic of Being-Non-Being ( or Qian-Kun Yin-Yang). By
contrast the metaphysical framework of Western philosophy renders the “Way of Change”
impossible—eternal entities and changing entities respectively belong to two separate and
mutually opposing worlds ~ “Authentic Being” inhabits the supersensible realm while
“Authentic Non-Being” is confined to the sensible world. The “Way of Change” is only
possible within a non-metaphysical constitutional framework. The fundamental constitution
of Chinese philosophy—where the Way ( Dao) and concrete things ( Qi) are inseparable
substance ( Ti) and function ( Yong) are unified and roots ( Ben) and branches ( Mo)
are interdependent—determines this coherence. It is precisely this constitutional structure
that fundamentally distinguishes Chinese philosophy from Western philosophy thereby
defining their diametrically opposed approaches to the themes of Being and Non-Being.

The Unity of the Peoples Will and the Peoples Intelligence:
The Republican Dilemma of Young Marx and Its Resolution

Fang Bo

During the Rheinische Zeitung period Marx from a radical republican standpoint
uncompromisingly demanded a rational politics grounded in universal democracy and
accordingly called for the unity of the people s will and intelligence in the political
process. However when faced with the question of how such a unity might be achieved
under actual political conditions he could neither accept the premodern solutions offered
by Aristotle and Rousseau nor endorse Hegels non-democratic alternative. At the same
time he lacked a viable practical proposal to overcome the persistent division of humanity
caused by material life. As a result he could only abstractly envision a true political life
capable of transcending and regulating the material sphere. This impasse reveals not only

a fundamental trilemma at the heart of modern republicanism but also foreshadows Marx$



