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How to Talk about Semantic Representation after Pragmatic Turn:
On Davidson and Brandom
Sun Ning
( School of Philosophy Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: Since the middle of last century the understanding of linguistic meaning has been going through the
“pragmatic turn ” that is a shift of focus from referential relation to pragmatic inference and from semantic
representation to pragmatic consensus. However by examining the semantic projects of Davidson and Brandom 1 try to
elaborate that the either-or choice between semantics and pragmatics is far too narrow. As Davison sees it for both
speaker and interpreter to signify the same public things and events there must be a fundamental isomorphism between
world and language. The same conviction makes Brandom to stress that by using explicit logical vocabulary we can
describe the representational dimension of our inferential practice in the end of the story. From an inclusive viewpoint
Davidson and Brandom emphasize the representational aspect in pragmatic context and try to reveal the deep
connection between language and world based on a picture of “language users in the world.” All in all T want to
suggest that there is no genuine “turn” in any good semantic project that is open to all possible factors.

Keywords: semantics; pragmatics; representation; Davidson; Brandom

From Assimilation to Autism — On Zhan Ruoshui’ s Response to Yangming Followers

Fang Xudong
( Department of Philosophy East China Normal University Shanghai 200241 China)
Abstract: Although Zhan Ruoshui and Wang Yangming are known as good friends they did not agree on each other’ s
opinions and even criticized each other. After Yangming’ s death Zhan Ruoshui gradually turned against Yangming’ s
followers. Given the circumstances Zhan changed his practice of direct criticism and call upon Yangming’ s followers
to practice “Great Harmony.” However its essence is based on the belief of “my way is comprehensive ” and thus it
is naturally that Zhan failed to get the support of Yangming’ s followers. Out of some school discrimination Zhan was
fully alerted to Yangming’ s followers. He not only refused to participate the other school’ s activities himself but also
advised his disciples not to. Therefore in the middle and late period of Jiajing when Yangming’ s followers were
thriving Zhan’ s response inevitably made himself marginalized in the academic circles. In his later years Zhan
frequently said “withdraw his seat” and “keep silent ” which shows his true state of mind being stuck in the academic
crisis.
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