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Why Derrida’s “The Messianic” Is “No Messianism”
Mo Weimin
(School of Philosophy , Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)
Abstract: Suffering provides an opportunity for salvation, and the coming of the Messiah brings hope to the world.
Messianism is usually a religious, political, philosophical, social, historical, and cultural doctrine that some suffering
people or all humanity can be saved in the future through the Messiah. Kant, Fichte, Hegel, Rosenzweig, Bloch,
Benjamin, Levinas, and others have all put forward important messianic ideas. Derrida, on the other hand, advocates
a view of justice as a gift that transcends vengeance and utilitarian calculations, and expounds his theory of “the
messianic without messianism” in a new era of suffering in which global political, economic, and military hegemony
has made the world situation unstable and human life more difficult through the use of remote technology and

“

multimedia and other high technologies. This paper will discuss Derrida’s “the messianic without messianism” in terms

@ Jacques Derrida, Marx & Sons, P.U.F. ( Galilée, 2002) 77 i ,
@ Giorgio Agamben, The Time That Remains; A Commentary on the Letter to the Romans, trans. Patricia Dailey ( Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2005)
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of the theoretical connotations and interrelationships in the three elements of “age,” “justice,” and “the messianic,”
and accordingly make a number of theoretical comments on this unique messianic theory. The conclusion is that
Derrida’s “the messianic without Messianism” not only does not deny Messianism, but is a response to Messianism, a
response lo a certain Marxist critical spirit, a response to political activism, and a response to the Western metaphysics
of subjectivity. Derrida’s messianic thought deconstructs the end of history in order to transcend it at what Fukuyama
calls the “end of history,” and is thus neither religious messianism, nor Benjaminism, nor Marxist theory, but a
deconstructionist political philosophy.

Keywords: times; justice; the Messianic; Messianism; Jacques Derrida; Francis Fukuyama; Walter Benjamin
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“The Regulations of Encouraging Loyalty” and “the Conclusive Settlement by Discussion” ;
The Institutional Context of Officially Compiled Draft Biographies of the First
Sino-Japanese War in the Late Qing and Its Modern Transformation
Sun Qing
( Department of History, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract; The historical narratives of the First Sino-Japanese War were born alongside the development of the war,
weaved at the major turning point of the Chinese way of history compilation, and gradually joined the historical context
of the transformation of generative mechanism of modern knowledge. By examining the many manuscripts of official
biographies of generals who died in battles of the war, we can clarify the concrete process by which the official war-
history narratives were formed within the institutional mechanism that were closely intertwined with the military and
political administrative processes. By discussing how these biographical texts, generated in the processes of national
military and political affairs, were rewritten in the wake of the great political changes of the late Qing and early
Republican period, it can be found that the process in which official histories and the document administration were
linked, disconnected, and gradually opened downward constitutes one of the important backgrounds for the

transformation of modern Chinese historiography.
Keywords: the First Sino-Japanese War; historical narrative; institutions of official history compilation; official

biography of the History Office; document administration
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