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What’ s the Problem with “Individuals Are Always-Already Subjects” ?

— Althusser’ s Theory of Interpellation Revisited
Wang Chunming

( School of Philosophy Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)
Abstract: Althusser’ s theory of interpellation has traditionally been subject to two types of criticism both of which
point to the proposition that “the individual is always-already a subject.” The first type of criticism states that the
proposition is a circular discourse and therefore logically unacceptable. The second type of criticism asserts that the
proposition expresses a pessimistic and fatalistic position which is not desirable in practice. Based on Althusser’ s
critique of “generic logic” and his clarification of the multiplicity of interpellation the paper argues that these two
types of criticism are not valid. At the same time it is suggested that the real problem with the theory of interpellation
consists in its overly broad definition of “subject.” Such a broad definition in particular undermines the inquiry into
human freedom and emancipation that is embedded in Althusser’ s theory of interpellation.
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