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“History Ends” or “History Begins Anew”?

Analyzing the Theoretical Framework and Realistic Significance of
Dahrendorf’s Conflict Theory
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Abstract: Ralf Dahrendorf passed away in 2009, but his “conflict Theory” is
particularly relevant today. He absorbed Marx’ s theory of class and social relations, and
integrated Parsons’ theory of structure and function and Popper’s critical rationalism,
so his thought has broad inclusiveness. Dahrendorf was quite observant of social realities.
He focused on a series of major problems in industrialized societies since the second half
of the twentieth century, such as class conditions, social conflicts, limits to growth and
globalization, and sought sound mechanisms for resolving these intractable problems.
This paper takes his criticism of Fukuyama’s “the end of history” as the key point to
show the realistic significance of his conflict theory in the analysis of the world situation,
and then attempts to clarify the theoretical framework of Dahrendorf’ s conflict theory.
Finally, combined with his analysis of today " s social dilemma, this paper comments
on the value and significance of his conflict theory in dealing with social realistic
problems.
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'R. Dahrendorf, Der Wiederbeginn der Geschichte: Vom Fall der Mauer zum Krieg im Irak (From the Fall of the Wall to
the War in Iraq) (Miinchen: C. H. Beck, 2004), S.12.

*Tbid.

*Cf. Ibid., S.12-13.
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[ Francis Fukuyama, Lishi de zhongjie ji zuihou zhi ren (The End of History and the Last Man), trans. HUANG Shengqiang, et

al., Beijing: China Social Sciences Press, 2003, 1.]
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T LAE REAS M HoA 5 2 AR 52 A & RS U S i 22 08 ] v i 32 LA KA
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R4 T FHIB K (Alexandre Kojeve ) X FEA% JR F s 08 09 fife B, B 3 002 (8] (4 X470 0C 2 it
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TS BRI S — 38 S AL S B 5 — 17 (2) 24 B 4R AR 13T T 58
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®R. Dahrendorf, Der Wiederbeginn der Geschichte: Vom Fall der Mauer zum Krieg im Irak (From the Fall of the Wall to
the War in Iraq), S.12.
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S, DRI R RR A 2 2 U LI A AT 3 1.
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O R AL S R 7 A I, AT R SRS AR 1) 55 — A B [ 5, R R S A [ i R4
o TARRIL. VU7 BB SRRV A 44 SCT SR MRS, 18 A i R ERERIEES
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T(S%) 9B PG - s s (O S A 255 R R 2 N ) BTSRRI, 5 1 00 [ Francis Fukuyama, Lishi de zhongjie ji
zuihou zhi ren (The End of History and the Last Man), trans. HUANG Shenggiang, et al., 1.]
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Ut 5 f 5w S A B SRR I 1 4 1) 2 U AT B BRSO 2548 T REIE L JRA 2 SR AR B R
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Dy sy 3 S0 TRAE 22 R B IX SE LA 7 REAS IR L RlE |, X R FR AT ZA LT A T
2t A A e PONAL AR T AN G L 4o B AL 2 R Y
FULR IR Z R P RIS A — D EZIEAL . A X — S, IR 22 R T SRR B R
RZ. BEZRXD B Gz X M. Emr kS, Brad s Aert &
LERL R AR A 2 A 0, B2 7R 9N A 2 M LA R A R A D
St 2RO . A BB IR I B iR GO AR R, B A 2 R BN (ER X
PEATHE B SN BIE T AL A R AN TR B9 B 7R A oAt S A5 A E M & A 4
¥ R. Dahrendorf, Der Wiederbeginn der Geschichte: Vom Fall der Mauer zum Krieg im Irak (From the Fall of the Wall to
the War in Iraq), S.11.
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Z AP, W FE e Gl R AR 2 A 3 1 B RS e 2 Tl AL WI AT ARS8 . Xt 2
Ui, X B R Bk B HUA BT R A A 4ERE , BB TRR B g ORI, A HA A
SR ERE S R Z RAECT A AL BB R b 5 )— 1 i 7 5 R A
LML 2 S A T H2e A A B IR A R GE i B 1 ) — 26 phe g FLAZ Y )
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LA ™7 TE R AR — 0 L, IR AR 2 R BE VA 1 s R B AN B 431 4 () 2210, OF B
BTN A KB A G b S AL 222 P 2 4 T 5 st TR iR kL2454
RS M5 AT B ANt RO X TR AR 7 i
A7 LB — AR B — RIS E R BRR - o i, B bR 21 A S
AT B R

IR 2 X AR T B S S8 B g T BRI IR AR i S M D R . AEMBAE K, A
AWM IR IS 2 — D AN TR RS, B — I H LRV, AR — B it & A R i
Feo WARRNTBOA B B S A N A2 3h 11, BEA R B S 450 N RE 28 AL 2 B LR iL
S, WA MR BN B B AIB g e At R sp i N 4 . AR T T — Bl
I DIRE G BEAL A SE4F J7 58 (H B Bk = BS99 A i g FIXE LS B, DR 8 B at 2 g A 22 0
TAFE 2 A 2 SRR R 1 A2 AR A e A 22 A, iR AEAUE
A ZR R 2 M @, T X A URUE G 1 BRI S , b e AR Bt 2
AR M2 T AL A BE i o 0L sl DUA B, 705 154k Btk 2 i B F 4t
SAEWE TS AU R AL E bl AR P A 2 i AR S M B S TSRO AL
SVEHERFBUIR, MRS B SR TR . G B FRAETIE A O AUEE G5,
B SR 2R P I H AR o BRI, #h 2 BUR AR T 58 b BB & v e U 1A
TRA 1 AL s RS E S A A2 T, S BRI R R A

AR I AE A D REIE I A — A RIEUR R B2 454 D) BE = 18] 14 B i AR 8 5L
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*R. Dahrendorf, Class and Class Conflict in Industrial Society (California: Stanford University, 1959), viii.
“Ibid.
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i ) SN PR AT . AR A AR AR B A B TR A AL 2 wh g i i k25
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WP EACEE AR A LD, #h SR CRARBE RS R, BT
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13R. Dahrendorf, Der Wiederbeginn der Geschichte: Vom Fall der Mauer zum Krieg im Irak (From the Fall of the Wall to
the War in Iraq), S.103.
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(The Derivatization of the World and Its Consequences: A Conversation with Ralf Dahrendorf on His 80th Birthday), Leviathan
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22 R. Dahrendorf, “Die Derivatisierung der Welt und ihre Folgen: Ein Gesprich mit Ralf Dahrendorf zum 80. Geburtstag”

(The Derivatization of the World and Its Consequences: A Conversation with Ralf Dahrendorf on His 80th Birthday), S.177.
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