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The Critique of Marx to Historical School and Its National Discourse
Zou Shipeng
(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)
Abstract: The critique of the young Marx of historical school of law is in essence a critique of conservatism and
feudalism based on enlightenment liberalism, which extends to the critique of Hegel’s philosophy of law and contains a
national discourse worth excavating. In particular, Marx revealed the skepticism and relativism of the historical school.
The irrational attitude of the historical school of law towards the concept of historical progress and its real history and
the indiscretion towards history, are both the skepticism in epistemology and relativism and nihilism in values. While
the emphasis of Marx is the knowability of social history and its theory of historical progress. The rise of the historical
school of law indicates that the ethnical consciousness of romanticism has been combined with the law of the nation,
but Marx’s critical analysis shows its rejections to a certain origin and pre-modern ethnic groups gathering and the
narrow nationalism behind it. At the same time, Marx’s practical criticism was accompanied by the grasp of the
gentrification of the ethnicity, and made theoretical preparations for the rise of nationalism around the 1950s.

Keywords: Marx; the historical school of law; conservatism; skepticism; ethnicity
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