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about dreams in ancient China tend to deal with them in this way. This approach was prevalent in ancient
China’s accounts of dreams, particularly evident in records by Confucius, Zhuangzi, and Xunzi. By examining
the pre-Qin classical cases of dreams alongside subsequent interpretations and explanations, we can
philosophically explore the dream-related thought and discourses in the history of Chinese philosophy. This
approach can include dreams as one among various spiritual phenomena in the studies of the history of Chinese

philosophy.

On an Open Confucian System: He Lin’s New Development of Confucianism
Sun Xiangchen

He Lin is not only a great translator in modern China, but also unique in his philosophical innovations.
Based on his deep understanding of Chinese thought and Western philosophy, He Lin developed a coherent
and open form of Confucianism. The ability to advance news prospect in contemporary Chinese philosophy on
the basis of enlightened predecessors is the challenge of every philosopher in the Chinese-speaking world. He
Lin’s new system of xin xinxue ( 70> 2%, New Confucian Idealism) has a lot to teach. This article uses
“openness” as a new perspective to define his theory, which begins with the openness of “learning” and
connects the academic traditions of both China and the West. On the premise of adhering to cultural
autonomy, he strove to learn from Western philosophy, especially from metphysics and logic, to build a
modern Confucianism. In terms of methodology, he put forward the method of “picking gold out of the sand”
to extract the essence of traditional Confucian thought by constantly “picking up the sand”. His new system of
xinxue emerges from the traditional system of xinxue, but it also integrates the tradition of Western idealism.
His philosophy is grounded in traditional Chinese binaries of emotional-rational, knowledge-action, and
essence-function to forge the basic structure of the new system of xinxue. His efforts are not only rooted in
tradition, but they also keep pace with the times. He also put forward “open” views in his theories of Chinese
and Western cultures, that saw their essences grounded in spirit, and the ancient and modern Chinese and
foreign cultures as the resulting phenomenon. In this sense, reviving Chinese cultural traditions does not mean
adhering to the “Chinese-culture-centered theory” , since culture is the common property of humankind as a
whole. The revival of culture should not only focus on benefiting the Chinese, but also contribute to the destiny
of mankind. At a time when humankind is facing one crisis after another, He Lin’s theory is particularly
inspiring. This is the real responsibility of a philosopher, and future generations of scholars would do well to

ponder it. This article is also written to commemorate the 120th anniversary of the birth of He Lin.



