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Xiong Shili’s Projects of Pramanavidya and the Preliminary Conception to Fulfill Its Rest
Zhang Qingxiong
( School of Philosophy Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: Xiong Shili devoted himself to the construction of pramanavidya ( the theory of knowledge) with Chinese
characteristics. It includes three aspects: (1) The empirical and analytical method of identifying the object and the
actual measurement to confirm its evidence; ( 2) Dialectics that reveals the profound principles of development and
change; (3) Conscience and the pathway to inner awareness. In order to achieve this goal he insisted on taking
Confucianism as the foothold and assimilated the Indian pramanavidya and Hetuvidya as well as Western
epistemology and logic. This is a creative work that blends the past with the present. This needs to be integrated
through one’s own deep investigation and reflection on the universe and life. Xiong Shili was not able to complete his
plan of pramanavidya in his lifetime. In order to fulfill the rest of his theory of knowledge it is necessary to understand
his existing achievements and problem consciousness and to absorb the new achievements of modern epistemology and
methodology. This is a difficult task with a long way to go.

Keywords: Xiong Shili; pramanavidya; fulfill the rest; New Confucianism
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