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The Paradigm Shift of Western Social Science Methodology from the Classic
to the Post-classical and Its Inspirational Significance
ZHANG Qingxiong

Abstract: The second half of the nineteenth century can be called the classical era of social science
methodology. At that time emerged Marx, Comte, Mill, Durkheim, Weber and other outstanding social theorists, and
they created a variety of methodologies for social research such as historical materialism, positivism, hermeneutics,
and interpretive sociology. In the 20th century Parsons, Schutz, Blumer and other social theorists followed these
classical social theories to establish their own theories, so they are called “post-classical” social theorists. They
respectively established structural functionalism, phenomenology, symbolic interactionism and other social research
methodology. To elucidate the paradigm transformation of western social science methodology from classical to
post-classical, we need to link them together and examine them in their mutual defense and the success or
failure of theoretical practice. Clarifying these will also be instructive to the construction of social sciences with
Chinese characteristics.
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